
Maps and Plans relating to the proposed Kin Kin Quarry

This document attempts to show the progression of maps and plans for Lot 259, parish of
Noosa, county March, the site of the proposed Kin Kin quarry.

Please note the subtle changes between maps, often made without public consultation or
opportunity for submissions.

Please also note that most of the 10 ha quarry area applied for in the original application of
1987 is not included in the resource area of any gazetted Noosa Council, Sunshine Coast
Regional Council or Queensland State Government map of Lot 259. Almost all of the area
applied for in 1987 had been omitted from the original geology maps because it was
regarded as too steep to quarry. All subsequent maps have continued to exclude most of
the area because of steepness of terrain or remnant and regrowth forest biodiversity
values.

Map 1. Lot 259, March 187. This lot is 60.02 ha (148 acres). 



Map 2. Geology map 1978. Trezise. Reconnaissance of Extractive Resources in the Noosa Shire.
Note that the southern edge of the “resource area” veers away from the intersection of
Murrays and Simpsons Roads where the land is very steep.

Map 3. Map attached to original application for Extractive Industry - quarry. March 1987.
Stated in the text to represent 10 ha, or 17% of Lot 259.



Map 4. Another plan attached to the original application 1987.



Map 5. A third plan attached to the original application 1987.



Map 6. Revised resource map. Trezise & Graham. Revision of Industrial Rock and Mineral
Resources of Noosa Shire. 1989. Emphasizing that their investigation was at reconnaissance
level only, they also stated “...the quarry will eventually consist of a number of benches
cut into the lower slopes of the eastern Wahpunga Range”. This intention is clearly
indicated in their map.



Map 7. Readymix Works Plans submitted to Noosa Council 1991. Never made public.
Note that the proposed Pit Area in these plans covers about three times the area applied
for in the original application in 1987. This plan called for eleven 15 metre high benches
cut into the Wahpunga escarpment, right to the top of the ridge. Trezise & Graham’s
report aiming to protect the higher levels of the escarpment has been ignored. All of this
pit shell is outside the “resource area” of earlier Noosa Plans and subsequent 1997
strategic plan.



Map 8. Gazetted Noosa Council Strategic Plan resources map 1997 (detail). The resource
area on this map, which was in place for nine years, barely touches Lot 259 and did not
even cover the Council-leased quarry on the site. The green area along the top of the
range (Murrays and Simpsons Roads) was shown as a biodiversity corridor.



Map 9. Noosa Council commissioned a report, which was published in March 2001. WF
Willmott & AW Stephens: Protection of Mineral and Extractive Resources in Noosa Shire. Their
map greatly expanded the Wahpunga “resource area”, although the authors claimed it
complied with the current (1997) Council Strategic Plan map. This map was not available
to the public but dramatically altered the State Government perception of what was to be
protected. Noosa Council later adopted this map, despite strong arguments from some
planners that it was incorrect. Significantly, the map continued to exclude most of the
escarpment on Lot 259 from the resource area.



Map 10. Noosa Council updated its Extractive & Clay Mineral Resources of Noosa Shire (1995)
to 2002. The 1997 Strategic Plan map was again used. Planners argued that Willmott &
Stephens’ suggestion that the top of Wahpunga Range be quarried was unacceptable and
that public consultation would be required before any expansion in that area could be
undertaken. Unfortunately, no such consultation took place and later works plans were
accepted by Council which proposed quarrying to the top of the ridge.



Map 11. Detail of Noosa Strategic Plan 1997, which was the only gazetted Council plan of
the resource area available to the public between 1997 and 2006. Clearly, the dark
“Resource Area” barely touches Lot 259.



Map 12. In 2003 Noosa Council produced this map, which they used as a discussion map
leading up to the introduction of Noosa Plan 2006. This map was never gazetted. It shows
the whole of the eastern escarpment of Wahpunga Range on Lot 259 within the
“Extractive Resource Precinct”. This “discussion map” shows a smaller buffer zone and a
narrower resource zone than the subsequent gazetted map. 



Map 13. A draft Key Resource Area (KRA) map was circulated to Council and Government
departments in 2003. Significantly, Council did not include it in discussion papers prior to
introducing Noosa Plan 2006 and we don’t know anybody in or around Kin Kin who had
any knowledge of this map until early 2010.



Map 14. Detail of draft KRA map as it applied to Lot 259. Once again, the heavily forested
upper slopes of the escarpment are clearly omitted from the grey resource area.



Map 15. Neilsen’s Quality Gravels Pty Ltd Works Management Plan. Submitted to
Council 2005. Never made public until obtained by KKCG in late 2009. This plan calls for
Stage One of extraction to occur at the top of the escarpment, 180 metres above the floor
of the quarry pit. This entire proposed pit shell is outside the resource area shown on the
Noosa Plan current at the time (1997). Most of the proposed benches remain outside all
subsequent gazetted resource area plans.



Map 16. Neilsen’s Stormwater and Sediment Plan 2005. There is very little of the 60 ha
site not touched by this plan, despite an original approval for a 10 ha site, or 17% of the
lot.



Map 17. Gazetted Noosa Plan resources map 2006 (detail). Note the significant
difference between this map and the map shown for discussion during the submissions
period (Map 12). This map appears to be an adaptation of  Willmott & Stephens’ map
(Map 9) which was never publically available for comment. Despite Noosa Council having
“approved” Neilsen’s Works Plans in 2005, this gazetted Noosa Plan still excludes most of
Neilsen’s pit shell area from the “resource area”.



Map 18. 2007. The Queensland State Government introduced SPP-2/07 - Protection of
Extractive Resources  (came into force on 2 September 2007). Map of KRA-57 -
Wahpunga Range. We have been unable to locate anyone in Kin Kin or its surrounds who
had any knowledge of this policy being introduced. This map excludes most of the
escarpment on Lot 259 from the Resource Area. Neilsen’s proposed quarry is largely
outside this resource area. It also shows part of the Noosa Trail walking and riding track as
the “Transport Route” for the quarry, despite the fact that quarry traffic continues to use
the formed section of Shepperson’s Lane. This is in breach of the conditions of the State
Planning Policy but Council continues to negotiate with Neilsen’s to maintain the portion
of road they are using, rather than the gazetted transport route. The KRA Resource Area
measures approximately 1 km by 2 km, or 200 ha (494 acres). The surrounding 1 km
Separation Area covers approximately 1000 ha (2470 acres) and includes more than 25
properties which are located more than 1000 metres from the proposed quarry on Lot 259.



Map 19. 2009. Sunshine Coast Regional Council amended 2006 Noosa Plan to roll in the
details of SPP 2/07 - KRA 57 Wahpunga. The descriptions changed from “Area of
Protected Extractive Resource” in 2006 to “Key Resource/Processing Area” in 2009 and
from “Area of Potential Extractive Resource or Mining Resource Influence” in 2006 to
“Resource/Processing Separation Area” in 2009". Significant development restrictions
came into force over properties in the Separation Area, without any warning from Council. 

From all this you will understand why we believe we have been left out of the decision
making process in what is going to have a major impact on our lives and lifestyles. 

No normal Council search would ever have revealed the extent of this quarry, or its
proposed location on the steep escarpment towering over the valley below. A registered
valuer, employed to evaluate possible impediments to the value of a property located in
the KRA Separation Area in late 2009, was referred by Council staff to the Kin Kin
Community Group as “having all the information on the Kin Kin quarry”. Extraordinary!

The quarry has never been mentioned in the text of Noosa Plans or specifically located on
Noosa Plan maps. How then could an informed buyer make proper decisions about
purchasing in the Kin Kin area when the existence of a quarry was not able to be found in
Council searches?


