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SPP 2/07 - Protection of Extractive Resources

Key Resource Area 57 - Wahpunga Range.

Grounds.

The area protected as a resource in KRA-57 is excessive and only that part included in Lot
259 March 187 has been scientifically investigated by test drilling. The remainder has
only ever been assessed by surface observation and has no proven reserves of quarry
material. Current State Government integrated mapping confirms this.

On 29th January 2010, the Minister for Natural Resources, Stephen Robertson,
wrote: “The KRA boundaries were formulated by experienced technical officers, including
geologists, in the former Department of Natural Resources and Mines, and were subject to
thorough review through the statutory SPP consultation process described above". 

We vigorously disputed this claim and received a Ministerial reply listing all
material relied on to establish the KRA boundaries. We purchased all of these publications
and they contain no scientific evidence to support the setting aside of any land outside
LOT 259 MCH 187 for extractive industry.

Lot 259 is the only parcel of land within the KRA with current extractive industry
approval (Noosa Shire Council TPC 1899). Commercial reserves within that site have
been estimated by the current lessee at more than 24 million tonnes. The current
approval continues until 2033 and has a maximum extraction limit of 1 million tonnes pa. 

The KRA-57 Separation Area is excessive. It includes more than 20 properties which are
greater than 1000 metres from the known resource on Lot 259. This has the effect of
adversely effecting property values and potential development proposals well outside a
reasonable distance from the approved quarry operation.

It is highly unlikely that any future application for extractive industry outside Lot 259
would be successful. Chairman of the current operator company stated on oath in the
P&E Court in 2010 that beginning a new application for extractive industry in this area
would not be worthwhile. An earlier quarry near the northern extent of the current
resource/processing area was abandoned in the 1970's due to inferiority of the rock. Part of
the ridge-top of Wahpunga Range, currently within the resource/processing area, is a
gazetted road - Murrays Rd. Test drilling on LOT 259 has revealed that the andesite
resource dips away on the south-western slopes before it reaches the top of the ridge
under Murrays Rd. 

Our property, XXXXX    XXXXXX Kin Kin, is more than 1500 metres from any part of
LOT 259 MCH 187.
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Recommendations.

1. The Resource/Processing Area and Separation Area should be re-assessed in view of
current extractive industry approval and the unlikelihood of future approval being granted
outside the current approved area.

2. The Resource/Processing Area should be restricted to Lot 259, March 187, which is the
only lot with extractive industry approval.

3. The Resource/Processing Area should be restricted to the north-eastern slopes of
Wahpunga Range. Noosa Council has formally rejected the notion of any future extraction
of the top of the ridge by the retreating tree line method. 

4. The Separation Area should be restricted, on the north-western and north-eastern
boundaries of Lot 259, to land falling within a 1000 metre radius from Lot 259, and on the
south-eastern and south-western boundaries, where adjoining properties are adequately
separated by steep topography, it should be reduced to 500 metres radius from Lot 259.

5. See attached sketch of recommended KRA boundaries (KRA_57.pdf).

Signed..........Signed copy mailed .............................Date....10 June 2013................

Signed..........Signed copy mailed        ........................Date....10 June 2013................
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